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SUBJECT: TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER DESAI'S REMARKS ON 
NUCLEAR POLICY 

REF: NEW DELHI 7039 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S MAY 16 PRESS CONFERENCE WHICH DEAL WITH 
NUCLEAR MATTERS. THE ONLY SIGNIFICANT LANGUAGE NOT 
REPORTED REFTEL IS THAT DEALING WITH NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS. ASKED WHETHER NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS WOULD BE 
CONDUCTED, THE PRIME MINISTER ANSWERED: "IF AN EXPLOSION 
IS NECESSARY FOR THAT PURPOSE (NUCLEAR ENERGY), WE WILL 
CERTAINLY DO IT." HE STRESSED THAT SUCH TESTS WOULD BE 
CONDUCTED OPENLY. 

2. BEGIN EXCERPTS: 

QUESTION: I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT WILL BE GOVERNMENT S 
NUCLEAR POLICY? 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE DECLARED IT FROM THE HOUSE-TOPS 
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ON THE VERY FIRST DAY, SECOND DAY, THIRD DAY. 

NOW, I AM NOT GOING TO REPEAT IT FOR YOUR BENEFIT, 

I AM SORRY. 

QUESTION: THANK YOU, SIR. WHEN WE SAY THAT WE WILL 
NOT DEFEND A POTENTIAL NUCLEAR AGGRESSOR WITH NOTHING 
LIKE AN ATOM BOMB, ARE WE NOT INVITING NATIONAL 
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DISASTER, WHICH WILL RESULT IN KILLING OF THE WHOLE NATION. 

WOULD YOU NOT ALSO BE RESPONSIBLE TO IT? 

PRIME MINISTER: I KNOW MY RESPONSIBILITY MORE THAN YOU. 

PLEASE GRANT THAT MUCH. LET ME TELL YOU THAT ATOMIC WEAPONS 

ARE NO GOOD FOR DEFENCE AT ALL. AT ANY TIME THEY ARE 

MEANT ONLY FOR DESTRUCTION. THEY CANT EVEN WIN A WAR 

AND THEREFORE ATOMIC WEAPONS HAVE NO USE IN 

DEFENCE. IT IS THE CONVENTIONAL WEAPONERY AND THE 

CONVENTIONAL ARMS WHICH ONLY ARE ABLE TO DEFEND THEMSELVES, AND 

THE COURAGE OF THE PEOPLE. THESE ARE TWO THINGS WHICH ARE 

REQUIRED EVEN AGAINST ATOMIC BOMBS. PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT WE 

BELIEVE THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARE GOING TO 

DESTROY THE WORLD. THAT IS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN SAYING FOR THE 

LAST 30 YEARS AND THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS MUST DISAPPEAR FROM THE 

EARTH. IF WE GO ON SAYING THAT TO EVERYBODY, SHOULD WE NOW 

TAKE TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS? HOW WILL WE BE HELPING THE PROCESS? 

IF WE REMAIN FIRM ABOUT IT, WE CAN HELP IN THE PROCESS OF 
REMOVING NUCLEAR WEAPONS FROM THE WORLD AND THAT IS THE 
TASK WE ARE ENGAGED IN. LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT THIS 
COUNTRY IS NO DANGER TO THEM. BE ASSURED 
ABOUT IT. BUT YOU WOULD NOT TAKE MY ASSURANCE. A 
PERSON IS AFRAID, IT IS NOT LOGIC. THEREFORE, I CANNOT BY 
ANY LOGIC REMOVE IT. BUT I WILL HELP YOU REMOVE, BUT I HOPE 
YOU WILL REMOVE IT. 

QUESTION: WILL YOU CONTINUE TO USE NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS? 

PRIME MINISTER: NUCLEAR ENERGY, YOU MEAN. 
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QUESTION: NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS. 

PRIME MINISTER: IF AN EXPLOSION IS NECESSARY FOR THAT 
PURPOSE, WE WILL CERTAINLY DO IT. BUT WE WILL NOT DO IT 
IN HIDE AND SEEK MANNER. WE WILL TELL THE PEOPLE WE 
ARE DOING IT. LET THEM COME AND WITNESS IT AND THE 
USE WILL BE OPEN TO OTHER PEOPLE ALSO EQUALLY. 

QUESTION: SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION SIR. 

CARTER ADMINISTRATION RESUMED SUPPLY OF FUEL. THEY HAVE 
LAID DOWN CERTAIN CONDITIONS LIKE INSPECTION OF OUR.... 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE NOT SEEN THEM. 

QUESTION: THIS MORNING'S NEWS. 

PRIME MINISTER: MAY BE NEWS LIKE OTHER NEWS. I HAVE 
RECEIVED TWO WARM LETTERS FROM HIM. THERE IS NO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


MENTION OF THIS. 

QUESTION: YOU SAID CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS COULD 
PROTECT THE COUNTRY. HOW DO YOU THINK IT COULD BE POSSIBLE 
IN A WAR WITH CHINA A NUCLEAR POWER AND PAKISTAN FAST 
BECOMING ONE? 

PRIME MINISTER: ARE YOU EXPERT IN DEFENCE? 

QUESTION: I AM ASKING YOU SIR. 

PRIME MINISTER: I HAVE STUDIED ABOUT IT TO SOME 
EXTENT. SO PLEASE TAKE MY WORD. THESE ARE NOT 
THINGS WHICH COULD BE DISCLOSED.SCHNEIDER 
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